


17. DESCRIPTION - I 
1 I ( C h o c k  One) I 

The Tunkar House c o n s i s t s  of a two-story b r i c k  block wi th  a b r i c k  and frame 
two-story r e a r  e l l ,  a l l  of which r e s t s  on a s tone  foundat ion.  The 
s t r u c t u r e  evolved,  a s  many V i r g i n i a  houses d i d ,  from a n  o r i g i n a l  one-story 
s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  of b r i c k  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond, w i t h  gable  roof and e x t e r i o r  
end chimney. Soon a f t e r ,  t h e  two-stor$ f r o n t  p o r t i o n  was added a t  r i g h t  
ang les  t o  t h e  o l d e r  house, a l s o  b u i l t  i n  Flemish bond b r i c k .  La te r  a 
second s t o r y  was added t o  t h e  r e a r  e l l  and s t i l l  l a t e r  t h e  e l l  was widened 
by a frame a d d i t i o n .  The two b r i c k  po r t ions  have t y p i c a l  narrow mor tar  . 
j o i n t s  used a f t e r  t h e  l a t e  e i g h t e e n t h  century .  The three-bay facade has  a 
c e n t r a l  entranceway which l e a d s  i n t o  the  l a r g e r  of two f i r s t  f l o o r  f r o n t  
rooms. The rooms a r e  sepa ra t ed  by two l a r g e  p ine  p a r t i t i o n s  and  a' c e n t r a l  
door ;  when meetings were t o  be h e l d ,  t h e  two panels  could be swung up t o  
t h e  pine sheathed c e i l i n g  and he ld  t h e r e  by hooks l eav ing  l i t t l e  more than  
the  door frame t o  d i v i d e  t h e  rooms. A l t e r a t i o n s  ' i nc lude  t h e  removal of  t h e  
corner  s t a i r  i n  t h e  s m a l l e r  of t h e  two f r o n t  rooms and t h e  en la rg ing  of  a 
window i n  t h e  f r o n t  facade.  The rooms throughout t h e  house a r e  exceedingly 
p l a i n  w i t h  l i t t l e  b u t  t h e  r i c h n e s s  of t h e  p ine  g r a i n  t o  ornament t h e  f i r s t  
f l o o r  rooms. 
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T A T E M E N T  O F  5 1 G N I F I C A N C E  

Thc o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n  of t h e  Yount-Zigler House, o r  Tunker House, a s  i t  is  
p r e s e n t l y  c a l l e d ,  is be l ieved  t o  have been b u i l t  circa 1798 by Benjamin 
Yount. Benjamin Yount (1756-1834) purchased 299 a c r e s  on L i n v i l l e  Creek 
wi th  h i s  brother. . : in) 1794.:::,Between 1799 and 1802 t h i s  proper ty  came under 
t h e  s o l e  ownership of  Yount who l ived  i n  a one-and-a-half s t o r y  b r i c k  
dwel l ing  w i t h  a s tone  basement t h a t  has  been incorpora ted  i n t o  t h e  back 
wing o f  t h e  p resen t  dwel l ing .  Between 1802 and 1806 Yount b u i l t  t h e  two- 
s t o r y  b r i c k  s e c t i o n  t h a t  now comprises t h e  main p o r t i o n  of t h e  house. 

It is t h i s  l a t e r  s e c t i o n  t h a t  con ta ins  t h e  most no tab le  f e a t u r e  i n  the  
form of  p a r t i t i o n s  t h a t  can be r a i s e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  t u r n  t h e  f i r s t  two rooms 
on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  i n t o  one l a r g e  meeting room. From t h e  e a r l y  n ine teen th  
cen tu ry  u n t i l  1830 t h i s  en larged  room was used f o r  r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e s  by 
t h e  German B a p t i s t s  (o r  Tunker Brethren) .  When t h e  p a r t i t i o n s  were r a i s e d ,  
i t  is be l ieved  t h a t  t h e  women s a t  on one s i d e  of t h e  house and t h e  men on 
t h e  o the r .  The r e a r  02 t h e  house was used t o  prepare  the  meals . t o  feed t h e  
Brethren dur ing  t h e i r  r e g u l a r  meetings. From these  German B a p t i s t s  o r  
Tunkers t h e  house has rece ived  i t s  p resen t  h e .  

I On 20 December 1825 E l i zabe th  Yount, daughter  of  Benjamin, married P e t e r  N e  d ,  
and t r a d i t i o n  s t a t e s  t h a t  the  ceremony took p lace  i n  t h e  home of h e r  f a t h e r .  
Afterwards t h e  couple  l i v e d  i n  t h e  house, and, when Benjamin Yount d ied  i n  1834 
he l e f t  t h e  house t o  h i s  son-in-law, P e t e r  Nead. Nead i s  a l s o  c r e d i t e d  w i t  

a f t e r  h i s  marr iage.  

L r a i s i n g  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n  (now t h e  r e a r  wing) of  t h e  house t o  two s t o r i e a  
1 

I n  1839 Nead s o l d  the  proper ty  t o  Samuel Yount and began a s e r i e s  of moves 
t h a t  were t o  con t inue  u n t i l  h e  s e t t l e d  nea r  Dayton, Ohio, where he l i ved  

Pe te r  Nead (1796-1877) was one of  t h e  important  e a r l y  l e a d e r s  i n  the  Church 
of the  Brethren.  Born i n  Hagerstown, Maryland, i n t o  a family of  Lutherans, 
Nead l a t e r  joined t h e  Methodist Church and circa 1823 obtained membcrship 
w i t h  t h e  Tunkers. H i s  t i e s  w i t h  t h e  Brethren were reenforced by h i s  
marr iage t o  E l i zabe th  Yount. Although a tanner  by t r a d e ,  Nead became a 
m i n i s t e r  i n  t h e  Bre thren  Church i n  1827 and spent  the  r e s t  of h i s  l i f e  
s e rv ing  h i s  adopted church. I n  1833 whi le  l i v i n g  i n  the  house a f t e r  
see ing  t h e  nccd f o r  a w r i t t e n  theology f o r  t h e  ~ r e i h r e n  he wrote P r imi t ive  
C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  t h e  f i r s t  p r i n t e d  theology i n  English f o r  the  Brethren.  "Neail's 
Theology," a s  i t  was sometimes c a l l e d ,  was a n  i n s t a n t  success  and led  t o  - . 

increased  convers ions  i n t o  t h e  church. I 
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8. u n t i l  h i s  dea th .  The Tunker House passed through s e v e r a l  ownerships 
u n t i l  purchased i n  1858 by t h e  Z i g l e r  fami ly  who owned i t  i n t o  t h i s  
century .  

I 
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(Continuation Sheet) 

The Tunlccr House, t h e  only su rv iv ing  meeting p l ace  of the  Church of 
the  Brethren i n  t h e  Shenandoah Valley,  is be ing  renovated by i ts  p resen t  
owner. 
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